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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON'S TEACHER EDUCATION STUDENTS
EXCEL ON PRAXIS II, LICENSURE EXAM THAT LETS THEM TEACH
DAYTON, Ohio- If exams are any measure of success, then the University of Dayton's
teacher-preparation program should step to the head of the class.
Of the 214 candidates in the School of Education and Allied Professions in the 19992000 school year who took the test, 202 (94 percent) of them passed Praxis II, a difficult,
comprehensive licensure exam that allows them to become teachers.
UD and most of Ohio's other 49 colleges and universities that offer teacher preparation
programs received their much-delayed Praxis II results April6 from the Education Teaching
Service, an assessment company that designed the teacher exams used in Ohio.
UD's prospective teachers exceeded the state (91 percent) aggregate passing scores, and
actually had passing rates above the state in all areas in which there was a requisite number of
participants.
"I think this speaks well to the caliber of student the University attracts and to the
quality of the teacher education program itself," said Fran Landers, director of accreditation for
the University's School of Education and Allied Professions. "We expect our students to do
this well."
Landers added, "I think it's also a tribute to the expertise of our faculty. Students come
to UD because they know they're going to receive an excellent education. They know they're
going to be challenged to do their best."
Landers said UD's high marks are especially impressive, given that Ohio's grading scale
is the third highest in the country.
"I was pleased with how well all of Ohio's institutions did on this test," said Tom
Lasley, dean of UD's School of Education and Allied Professions. "I know the critics will have
at the results, but the test represents one measure of what teacher-education students know in
terms of content and professional knowledge."
UD's high passing rates, while important for evaluating its own program and in
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recruiting prospective teacher education majors, are significant for another reason: They will be
used by the state and federal departments of education to complete reports that will assess the
quality of teacher preparation programs of all colleges and universities.
This week , under a federal mandate, colleges and universities that offer teacher
education programs must submit test scores to their respective state departments of education,
along with other information, such as the mission, teacher-to-student ratios, field-experience
requirements and other basic features of the program. These institutions must also make this
information available to the public.
The federal report on the quality of teacher preparation was initiated in October 1998,
when the U.S. Congress amended Title II of the Higher Education Act. The amendment
authorized several new federal grant programs to support states, institutions of higher
education and their school district partners in improving the recruitment, preparation and
support of new teachers. It also instituted accountability measures in the form of reporting
requirements for institutions and states on teacher preparation and licensing.
The U.S. Department of Education's report to Congress in 2002 will include overview
tables of licensing and certification requirements, types of certificates, alternative routes to the
teaching profession, state profiles and a summary of efforts throughout the nation to improve
teacher preparation and teacher quality. This process will continue annually.
In addition to the required federal report data, the Ohio Department of Education is
gathering additional information from colleges and universities for a state report on the quality
of teacher preparation in Ohio.
The state report, according to officials, will be made public in September. "This
expanded statewide report, like the federal report, will be issued annually to give Ohioans a
clearer picturer of the quality of teacher training in the state," said Robert Hite, director of the
Ohio Department of Education's Center for the Teaching Profession, in a news release sent out
Monday.
Praxis II is a group of written tests of educational theory and techniques, prepared by
the Education Testing Service. About 30 states, including Ohio, require that applicants for
teacher licensure pass one or more versions of the test to qualify for licensure, but each state
establishes its own passing scores for each test.
UD's School of Education and Allied Professions prepares students for the early,
middle and secondary levels of teaching, and for specialized fields such as art, music, foreign
language, intervention specialist, physical education, dietetics/nutrition, exercise science, prephysical therapy and sport management.
It also conducts retraining and post-graduate programs for master of science degrees in
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education, along with educational specialist and doctor of philosophy in educational
leadership. These programs are designed to prepare school administrators, school counselors,
school psychologists, elementary teachers, high school teachers and special educators for public
and private schools.
The School of Education and Allied Professions enrolls about 1,500 full-time students,
60 percent of whom are undergraduates. Another 1,600 to 1,700 attend part-time, 98 percent of
whom are graduate students.
Programs of note are the Urban Teacher Academy, a partnership between UD and the
Dayton Public Schools to provide selected undergraduates with support and experiences
needed for successful urban teaching; and the Lalanne program, a graduate program designed to
meet the needs of beginning teachers who minister in a Catholic school while living in community
and pursuing professional and spiritual development.
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